420      How to Read English Litevatuye

ture * a revealing agency'.     To this revelation

Tennyson succeeded.    He attempted to fuse with it

the  parts   of  knowledge  left   'unregarded'  hy

Wordsworth,   and   newly   uttered   by   physical

science, and what is  striking  in this passage is

the accepted tradition of the opposition between

science   and   faith.   Tennyson   is   praised,   and

justly praised in his  generation,  for refraining

from   a   * confident   defiance'   of   the   atheistic

tendencies of scientific thought, and for not seeking

to * override' the empirical truths of physics by

the intuitive truths of faith, still inadequately

figuring   as'   theological   knowledge'.     But  a

concession is made, as much, one believes, to the

splendid genius of Tennyson's presentation as to

its actual content, in the sense that * assurance

and doubt must alternate in the moral world',

and that ' faith must give the last word', though

' the last word is not the whole truth '.

Obviously, this structure is not permanent.
It formed a temporary provision, as secure as the
conditions allowed, for the transition, as it seemed,
from the theological to the scientific view. But
living thought could not acquiesce for more than
the period of transition in so diffident a conclusion.
A more enduring reconciliation was required
between Wordsworth and Darwin, let us say, if
names must be given to the antagonists who, by
common consent, laid down their gages of difference
in the presence of the Orpheus of our times. For
who could dispute about conclusions, or survey
Parnassus with a foot-rule, when the argument-
is so musically stated ? :